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About MIFBI

The Michigan Forest Biomaterials Institute works to promote economic development
concerning the growth, utilization and recycling of forest biomaterials. We aim to
identify resources and incentives to develop a high, sustainable quality of life in Michigan
through the optimal use of natural resources.
MIFBI is a broad coalition of stakeholders across industry, academia, and government
dedicated to grow the economy by expanding the use and value of forest biomaterials
while enhancing the quality of local communities and our environment.

The Forest Bioeconomy is Circular by Nature
The forest bioeconomy refers to economic activies that
use renewable bio-based resources from forest
ecosystems (land or water), for production of services,
products or energy. For the bioeconomy to be efficent
and effective and to remain viable, it must foster reuse,
recycling and safe re-entry of by-products into the
environment. This life cyle appoach is referred to as a
“(bio-based) circular economy” and is a foundation for
sustainable development. Our challenge will be to help
communities and industry design and develop a biobased product portfolio consistent with thier existing
strengths and future possibilities. Key to this success
will be the development of education, research and
business based partnerships.
Central to a forest bioeconomy are resource use
strategies that, 1) Ensure sustainable forest
management, 2) Optimize use of forest and mill
residuals, 3) Capitilize on waste to use principles,
4) Engage community and business leaders in

planning and development, 5) Create cross sector
business relationships that stimulate investment, and
6) Advocate for policies that enable communities and
accomodates business. The forest bioeconomy has the
potential to dramatically advance our social and economic
well-being.
You are part of the resource needed to realize that potential.
By implementing a circular bioeconomy, associated businesses
can be more competitive through increased effeciencies from
zero waste, closed loop manufacturing, reduced energy costs,
etc. For instance, wood producers can be more competative
with the creation of stronger and expanding markets for wood.
Also of fundamental importance is the opportunity to improve
industry social license. Public acceptance of forest utilization
is not well connected to wood product consumption. Achieving
and retaining the public trust begins with engagement and
demonstration of the responsible and sustainable practices
inherent in a forest bioeconomy.

